
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Geary Jonas; James P. “Sean” 

Viars; Michael Duncan; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Mike Jones, Sally Bass, Amy McBride               
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve 

the minutes of the April 12, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for: Hash, 

Jonas, Lloyd, Duncan; Viars; zero (0) against. 

 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Sally Bass was present on behalf of the Rural Retreat Volunteer Rescue Squad.  Miss Bass 

presented each member with the attached report.  The Rescue Squad is requesting $25,000 in 

budget appropriations for fy2022-23.  She explained that the funding would be used for an 

updated alarm and camera system, StatPacs, and shelving for the supply room.  Miss Bass 

explained that the goals for 2023 are to provide CPR training for the community, a wellness 

clinic, a new alarm system, new floor in the bay, and update some of the existing equipment.  

Miss Bass reported that the rescue squad received $14,346.35 in proceeds from the recent letter 

drive.  She explained that the billing was down 30% when the board made staffing changes, and 
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the billing has increased to 60% now.  Town Manager Childers asked how much the Rescue 

Squad requested from the county for the upcoming year.  Miss Bass stated that they have 

requested $105,000 from the county.  She reported that last year the request was $100,000 due to 

the increase in fuel cost.  Town Manager Childers stated that he does not think the extra $5,000 

will cover the increase in fuel costs.   Miss Bass stated that she increased fuel and vehicle repairs 

and decreased other line items.  She stated that she increased the fuel cost from $10,000 to 

$20,000.  Councilmember Hash asked if the Rescue Squad still has funds invested with Edward 

Jones. She stated that they currently have $25,000 invested.  She added that they would like to 

utilize the funds toward the cost of a new ambulance.   Town Manager Childers asked what the 

call rate for March is.  Miss Bass stated that the number is up from last year.  Mayor Litz asked if 

anyone had additional questions for Miss Bass.  Councilmember Viars asked about the funds 

received from Smyth County Board of Supervisors.  Miss Bass stated that she received $2,500 

from Smyth County, and she will request $5,000 for the next year fiscal year.  Mayor Litz stated 

that he appreciates all the work that is being done in the Rescue Squad.  He added that Michael 

Duncan has done excellent work working as a council liaison to the Rescue Squad.  

Councilmember Duncan asked Miss Bass to explain an unannounced inspection that recently 

took place.  Miss Bass explained that the inspector called and announced that he would be 

inspecting the building and vehicles.  Miss Bass was working and notified the crew that the 

inspector was on his way.  Miss Bass explained that the inspection was due to a complaint.  She 

stated that the inspector did not find anything out of compliance.  Miss Bass thanked the town for 

the support of the Rescue Squad.   

 

Amy McBride stated that the Depot Foundation would like to request that the town clean the 

cameras that are on the Depot. Mrs. McBride stated that the Depot Foundation does not have the 

equipment to reach the cameras on the building.   She stated that the Farmer’s Market will open 

on June 22, 2022, from 3:00pm to 5:00pm.  She reported that the vendor fee will be waived 

again this year.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Town Manager Childers read a note from the family of Lois Copenhaver Litz to thank Council 

for the memorial contribution.  Mayor Litz expressed his appreciation for the contribution in 

memory of his mother.  

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the town will make a memorial contribution to Wythe 

Hospice in memory of Councilmember Viars’ mother-in-law that recently passed.   

 

Councilmember Viars asked about the sidewalk in front of the Asbury Church property on 

Church Street.  Town Manager Childers stated that he checked on the sidewalk in the area in the 

past and was told that it is private property because it is fixed to the buildings.  Councilmember 

Lloyd stated that he is curious about the sidewalk that is in front of his property on Main Street.  

He stated that the sidewalk continues to move leaving a gap at the building. 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

Chief Breedlove reported 46 calls, 2 arrests, and 3 larceny reports.  He stated that the radar sign 

is being sent back to the company for warranty repairs to the modem.  Chief Breedlove added 

that the Elm Avenue property owner has four days left to complete the cleanup of her property.  

Chief Breedlove reported that he will be working the prom at the Depot this Saturday night. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the town manager’s report. 

 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – None 

 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 

 

2022 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – Town Manager Childers stated that the event will take 

place on Thursday, May 5, 2022, at 6:00pm at the Dr. Pepper Stage.  Councilmember Jonas 

stated that he will be glad to speak.  Mayor Litz suggested that Town Manager Childers ask Bud 

Pollard to provide the sound and sing.  Councilmember Viars asked if the event can be 

announced on talk of the town.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will try to go to the radio 

station and record the talk of the town. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that he has had a complaint regarding the trailer that was torn down 

at Shupe’s trailer park.  Chief Breedlove stated that he spoke to the owner.  The owner said that 

he hired someone to clean up the property, but they have not completed the job.   

 

RESOLUTION- DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND PROGRAM – Town 

Manager Childers explained that the proposed resolution gives him signatory authorization on 

behalf of the town.  Town Manager Childers read the resolution in its entirety.  A motion was 

made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to adopt a resolution 

authorizing Town Manager Childers to sign documents for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) program and Lead Elimination Assistance 

Program (LEAP) funding.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd; Jonas, Viars, 

Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – None 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Town Manager Childers stated that the finance committee 

discussed giving each fire department member a $100 gas card. He added that May 4, 2022, is 

National Firefighters appreciation day.  A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and 

seconded by Councilmember Jonas to purchase each fireman a $100 gas card and present it to 

each member at the meeting on May 10, 2022, with a proclamation.  The motion passed by a 

vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against.  Treasurer Patton 

suggested to be fair that the cards should be purchased from each of the four businesses in town.  

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

personnel committee would like to meet on May 24, 2022, at 5pm prior to the council meeting. 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES – None 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

- The town’s portion of the Cigarette Tax Revenues will be around $30k plus.  The Tax 

Board will   meet tomorrow at the Mt. Rogers PDC building to review the revenues and 

checks will be disbursed. 

- The J.G. Corum Company is doing the grade work for the Downtown Revitalization 

project, and they sent off the soil from Klockner to be tested.  The compaction test 

showed that the dirt is not suitable for the project.  This will add another $36k to the 

project.  We are looking to see if there is somewhere we can adjust the budget to cover 

this cost.  It may be in the paving line item. 

- Phases 9 and 10 of the sidewalk projects are going at slower rate than hoped due to the 

fact that some of the utility poles have still not been removed and some drainage 

structures have not been delivered.   

- Phase 1 of the sewer project has been delayed and will not start until May 2nd.  As 

previously reported, they will start near the visitor’s section of the football field. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that it would to be better to push the project back until after 

school is out because of going through the school parking lot, the center of Buck Avenue, and 

the baseball field.  He reported that the last day of school is June 1, 2022.   

 

Councilmember Duncan stated that the personnel handbook mentions an assistant town manager.  

He asked what might happen if Town Manager Childers would need to be out for an extended 

period.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that Mount Rogers Planning District Commission could 

possibly step in.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for April 26, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


